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Introduction

This is a learning as well as an exam preparation video.
At the end of the video are practice assignments for you to attempt. 
Please go to www.eastpoint.intemass.com/ or click on the link at 
the bottom of this video to do the assignments for this topic.



Chapter 14: Essay Writing



An essay is a piece of writing that revolves around a 
particular theme and contains the academic opinions
of the person writing it.

Chapter 14: Essay Writing
What is an Essay?



An essay can perform one or more of the following 
functions:

• Analyses and critically evaluates a topic
• Presents the writer‘s argument for or against an idea
• Describes something
• Narrates a story
• Persuades the reader

Aldous Huxley described an essay as ‗A literary device for 
saying almost everything about almost anything‘.
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What is an Essay?



• Brevity: Express what you want concisely. Do not beat 
around the bush.

• Coherence: Every sentence and paragraph should flow 
smoothly and logically from the previous

one. A clumsily written essay reflects not only the lack of 
preparation but also the absence of clarity of thought.

Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Characteristics of a Good Essay



• Unity: The essay should never stray from its main purpose. 
Different points of view can be introduced, but they should 
all be used for the same subject.

• Lucidity: The essay should be easy to read and understand. 
Using tough words or difficult phrases may impress a few 
but can confuse many others. Great writers are praised not 
only for their beautiful ideas but also for the simplicity of 
their language.

Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Characteristics of a Good Essay



Essay writing often forms a part of English written exams to 
test the ability of students to

• Think critically: Critical thinking involves understanding 
the task at hand and evaluating it appropriately.

Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Objective of Essay Writing



• Structure the ideas logically: The essay has to be 
structured and coherent. The ideas have to
neatly flow from one paragraph to the other.
• Express views eloquently: The student should be fluent in 
the language he or she is writing in.
Ideas when presented shoddily may not make the right 
impact.
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Objective of Essay Writing



• Introduction: It constitutes the opening paragraph of the 
essay.

o It helps the reader get oriented with the topic.
o It states the purpose of the essay.
o It captures the interest of the reader.
o It presents the general idea of the essay.
o It often ends with the thesis or the main idea of 
the essay.

Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Parts of an Essay



• Body (Supporting Paragraphs): They constitute the 
supporting sentences and ideas.

o They provide the reader with additional details 
about the main idea.
o They support the thesis of the writer.
o There is no fixed number of supporting 
paragraphs.
o Ideally, every supporting paragraph should 
contain a different idea.
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Parts of an Essay



• Conclusion: It constitutes the ending paragraph(s) of the 
essay.

o It ties up loose ends of the paragraph.
o It helps in reiterating or highlighting the main 
idea.
o It summarises all the arguments.
o It brings the essay to a logical close.
o It never ends in a detail.
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Parts of an Essay
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Parts of an Essay



Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Example:



Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Example:



Narrative Essay: A narrative essay tells the reader a story or 
narrates an incident. This type of
composition is addressed in detail in the chapter 
‗Introduction to Story Writing‘.
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Types of Essays



• They follow a chronological order.
• They may contain firsthand accounts of the narrator.
• They may use first person, second person or third person 

narrative techniques.
• They may contain dialogues or conversations between 

characters.
• They use vivid descriptions of scenes, characters and 

moods in the story.
• They can contain elements of suspense of twists in the 

conclusion.

Chapter 14: Essay Writing
The characteristics of narrative essays
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Samples



Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Samples



 

A descriptive essay simply describes something to the 
reader.

Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Descriptive Essay:



• They appeal to one or more of the five senses of the 
reader—sight, smell, sound, taste and feel.

o Sight: The light travelled through the canopy of leaves 
to break into various fragments. The flowers in various 
colours stood in full bloom.

o Smell: As soon as you enter her house, you will be 
greeted by the fresh, warm and savoury smell of bread 
baking. You also catch a citrusy whiff of her famous 
lemon pie.
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The characteristics of descriptive essays



o Sound: The corridor reverberated with the sound of 
sharp clicks emanating from the heels of somebody‘s 
shoes. The sounds were well spaced with a difference 
of a second between each click.

o Taste: As soon as I bit into the exotic-looking fruit, my 
mouth was flooded with its succulent juices. It was the 
tastiest thing I had ever had.
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The characteristics of descriptive essays



o Feel: Tinkerbelle my Persian cat brushed against my 
face in a rare show of affection. Her soft, cottony fur 
grazed against my chin and her pointy whiskers tickled 
me.

• They try to replicate in the reader the emotions or feelings 
experienced by the writer.

Chapter 14: Essay Writing
The characteristics of descriptive essays
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Sample



 An expository essay explains an instruction, a process or a 
method. The purpose of
such essays is to orient the reader with the knowledge the 
writer wishes to share.
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Expository Essay



• To present facts or details in an objective and organised 
manner

• To provide information and analysis
• To compare and contrast features
• The use of the cause and effect method
• An approach that may directly address the reader
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The characteristics of expository essays
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An argumentative essay tests the student‘s ability to 
convince the reader about
the topic given in the prompt. The writer has to defend 
his or her position by giving evidence to the reader.
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Argumentative Essay



• They are written either for or against an argument.
• The writer has to sound convincing by providing 

evidence to support his/her point of view.
• The tone of the essay should be persuasive.
• Unlike expository essays, argumentative essays  

present the readers with opinions of the writer.

Chapter 14: Essay Writing
The characteristics of argumentative essays



Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Samples



A reflective essay is a mirror of the writer‘s psyche. In a 
reflective essay, the writer
analyses his or her own mind and writes by drawing on 
his or her personal experiences. It expresses how
the experiences have changed the writer or made him or 
her grow.
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Reflective Essays



• It is not a product of the writer‘s extensive research.
• It is a product of his or her beliefs and experiences.
• It identifies the outcome of his or her experiences.
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The characteristics of a reflective essay



Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Sample



A proverb essay is one in which a proverb or a saying 
has to be expanded and
explained to the reader.
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Proverb Essays



• They are based on how the writers interpret the 
proverbs.

• Proverbs are not to be understood literally; context is 
provided in the form of examples.
• They are not scientific in nature.
• The writers do not present scientific data.
• The tone is sombre or reflective.
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The characteristics of proverb essays
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Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Samples



Picture composition is a type of essay where the student 
is expected to write his or
her interpretation of a given picture.
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Picture Composition



• The content of the essay is based entirely on the picture 
provided.
• Students use their imaginative powers to see a story or 
an idea behind the picture.
• The style of the essay could be narrative or descriptive.
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The characteristics of a picture composition



Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Sample



Preparation
• Read: The more you read, the better you get. Reading 
essays will give you inspiration to write. It will fill you 
with knowledge which you can use to enrich your writing.

• Write: Practise writing essays. This will give you the 
necessary confidence that you require during the exams. 
Writing also sharpens your thought process preparing 
you to deal with essay questions with much ease.

Chapter 14: Essay Writing
Tips for Writing an Essay



Writing

• Think about the idea given in the title or the prompt.
o What type of essay will be appropriate?
o What could be the main ideas?
o How to write the introduction, the body and the 
conclusion?
o Write all the ideas.
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Tips for Writing an Essay



• Structure your essay.

o Create an outline of your essay.
o Do not use more than two sentences for 

introduction and conclusion, respectively.
o Therefore, it is important to plan your essay 

before instead of writing spontaneously.
o Arrange the ideas in a chronological order if you 
are attempting a narrative essay.
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Tips for Writing an Essay



o Arrange them in the increasing order of 
importance while attempting a descriptive or an 
expository essay.

o Remember to conclude the essay.
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• Use a consistent tense form while writing the 
essay.

• Express clearly.
• Be original in your ideas. Don‘t be afraid to think 

out of the box.
• Use your own memories or your experiences to 

add to the essay.
• Recheck for any grammatical errors after 

finishing the essay.
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Tips for Writing an Essay



1. You may now proceed to try out the exam preparation 
assignments.

2.  ALL assignments will be marked and feedback will 
be given.

3. Should you need to speak to one of our tutors send 
your email to  administration@intemass.com

4. Please proceed to  the link 
www.eastpoint.intemass.com at the bottom of this 
video to commence with your practice.

Practice Assignments, Exam Prep Assignments for 
The CBSE  Business Studies

http://www.intemass.com/


Please click subscribe to our video if you 
find the content useful.

ALL THE BEST WITH YOUR ASSIGNMENTS


