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Introduction

This is a learning as well as an exam preparation video.
At the end of the video are practice assignments for you to attempt. 
Please go to www.eastpoint.intemass.com/ or click on the link at 
the bottom of this video to do the assignments for this topic.



Chapter 3: Avoiding Repetition



Repetition refers to the use of a word, phrase or clause 
more than once in a passage to emphasise
a point. Repetition can either enrich a passage or clutter it 
with unnecessary information. Let us look at some 
examples.
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Read the following extract.

In the above extract, the poet takes the liberty to use repetition in 
the last two lines as a literary device for poetic emphasis. Such a 
kind of repetition is granted. Now read the following lines.
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In the above extract, the noun ‘Robert Frost’ has been 
repeatedly used. Such kind of repetition elongates the piece 
and makes it verbose. This does not enrich the passage but 
makes reading a tedious process.
However, there is another way of writing this passage:
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As you can see, the noun has been substituted with a 
pronoun in the second and the third instances. This has 
eliminated unnecessary repetition from the sentence.
In this chapter, we will look at ways to avoid unnecessary 
repetition, through the process of omission and substitution.
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In the table below, the sentences on the left have repetitive 
elements. Examine the improved versions on the right to 
understand how one can avoid repetition by substituting a 
pronoun for a noun.
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A synonym is a word which is used as a substitute for 
another word.
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Redundancy occurs when you use more words than 
necessary to put across a point. Let us look at
a few sentences.
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Wordiness occurs when too many words are used to 
express something that can be communicated in a few 
words.
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Verbosity is the tendency to use a lot of words to express 
little. A great deal of empty talk covered in too many words 
makes writing unimpressive.
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1. You may now proceed to try out the exam preparation 
assignments.

2.  ALL assignments will be marked and feedback will 
be given.

3. Should you need to speak to one of our tutors send 
your email to  administration@intemass.com

4. Please proceed to  the link 
www.eastpoint.intemass.com at the bottom of this 
video to commence with your practice.
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Please click subscribe to our video if you 
find the content useful.

ALL THE BEST WITH YOUR ASSIGNMENTS


