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Introduction

This is a learning as well as an exam preparation video.
At the end of the video are practice assignments for you to attempt. 
Please go to www.eastpoint.intemass.com/ or click on the link at 
the bottom of this video to do the assignments for this topic.



Chapter 5: Our Environment



Everything that surrounds us is environment. It includes 
both living (biotic) and non-living (abiotic) components. 
Interaction between these biotic and abiotic components 
form an ecosystem. 
In an ecosystem living components depend on each other 
for their food which give rise to food chains and food webs 
in nature. 
Human activities lead to environmental problems such as 
depletion of ozone layer and production of huge amount of 
garbage. 
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Biodegradable and Non-Biodegradable Wastes



An ecosystem is a self-contained area composed of 
different kinds of organisms which interact with each other 
as well as with the physical conditions such as sunlight, air, 
water, soil and climatic factors prevailing in the area. 
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An ecosystem consists of two main components: biotic 
components and abiotic components. 
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• The sequential process of eating and being eaten is called 
a food chain.

• A food chain represents the unidirectional transfer of 
energy. 
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Food chain is a series of organisms in which one 
organism eats another organism as food. 
For example: Grass → Deer → Lion
In a food chain various steps where transfer of energy 
takes place is called a trophic level. 



• In a food chain, along with food, transfer of energy also 
occurs from one trophic level to the other. The flow of 
energy which occurs along a food chain is called energy 
flow. 

• All the energy used by a living organism is obtained from 
the Sun. Solar energy enters the living components 
through the autotrophs or green plants. However, only 1% 
of the total energy is actually captured by green plants. 

• The amount of energy gradually declines as one moves 
up to the next higher trophic level, because at each level, 
energy is lost in the form of heat. 
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• The loss of energy in food chains and the transfer of 
energy from one trophic level to the other can be 
explained by the Ten Percent Law which states that, ‘Only 
10% of the energy entering a particular trophic level of 
organisms is available for transfer to the next higher 
trophic level’. 
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• Food chain maintains a check on the population and a 
balance in the ecosystem. 

• Energy in the form of food is continuously transferred 
between different food chains. This helps to maintain the 
equilibrium in an ecosystem. 

• Food chains help us to understand the interaction and the 
interdependence of different organisms in an area. 
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A network of interconnecting food chains in a natural 
community of different organisms is called a food web. 
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• Food webs permit alternative foods. 
• They ensure a better chance of survival for an organism if 

any of its food sources is scarce. 
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• Biomagnification or food chain magnification is the 
phenomenon of increase in the concentration of toxic 
substances in the bodies of living organisms at each 
trophic level of a food chain. 

• Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (DDT), an organochlorine 
pesticide, cannot be removed by washing or by other 
means and tends to accumulate in the environment 
causing biomagnification. 
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Chapter 5: Our Environment
Environmental Problems

Depletion of the Ozone Layer 
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Disposal of Wastes 

                Disposal of waste means to get rid of waste. 
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Chapter 5: Our Environment
Role of an Individual in Management of Wastes

In order to save our environment and maintain ecological balance 
in nature, the 3R approach should be implemented while using 
resources. The 3R’s imply reduce, reuse and recycle. 
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1. You may now proceed to try out the exam preparation 
assignments.

2.  ALL assignments will be marked and feedback will 
be given.

3. Should you need to speak to one of our tutors send 
your email to  administration@intemass.com

4. Please proceed to  the link 
www.eastpoint.intemass.com at the bottom of this 
video to commence with your practice.

Practice Assignments, Exam Prep Assignments for 
The CBSE  Business Studies

http://www.intemass.com/


Please click subscribe to our video if you 
find the content useful.

ALL THE BEST WITH YOUR ASSIGNMENTS


